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• Philippians 1:1-2

• 1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ 
Jesus, To all God’s holy people in 
Christ Jesus at Philippi, together with 
the overseers and deacons : 2 Grace 
and peace to you from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.



I. An Expression of Thanks (1:3-6)
• 3 I thank my God every time I remember 

you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I 
always pray with joy 5 because of your 
partnership in the gospel from the first 
day until now, 6 being confident of this, 
that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus.



II. An Expression of Love (1:7-8)
• 7 It is right for me to feel this way about 

all of you, since I have you in my heart 
and, whether I am in chains or defending 
and confirming the gospel, all of you 
share in God’s grace with me.8 God can 
testify how I long for all of you with the 
affection of Christ Jesus

• “Long “is “I yearn for you with the bowels 
of Jesus Christ.



III. An Expression of Encouragement 
v9-11

• 9 And this is my prayer: that your love 
may abound more and more in 
knowledge and depth of insight,10 so that 
you may be able to discern what is best 
and may be pure and blameless for the 
day of Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus 
Christ—to the glory and praise of God



• Two guiding qualities which will keep our growing 
love on track.

• 1. The first guiding quality is knowledge.  
• Love must be guided by true knowledge and this true 

knowledge is found in God’s Word.

• 2. The second guiding quality is depth of insight or 
discernment.

• Discernment – it is the ability to apply the knowledge 
we have to the life situation.



Show video 

• https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid
=1540089982780216&id=1063649000424319



• Paul prayed that their growing love that is guided by 
knowledge and depth of insight would result in three 
things.

• 1. The first result is an ability to discern what is best.

• a. The choice between right and wrong should be easy 
for us, but the ability to choose between what is good, 
better and best is much harder, yet necessary.



• 2. The second result of the growing love is a life 
that is pure and blameless.

• a. “Pure” means holy, distinct or unmixed – literally 
“sun-tested.”

• b. “Blameless” means not causing offense or 
stumbling, free from moral scandal.

• 3. All of this ends in a life that is filled with good 
works (“fruit of righteousness”)


